How to measure inequality in National Accounts: The NTA, DINA, and EG-DNA perspectives.
Workshop held at “Building Sustainable Generational Economies: The 14th Global Meeting of
the NTA Network”, University of Paris - Dauphine, February 14-17, 2023

Friday, 17 February 2023, 9:00 — 10:15 am, University of Paris — Dauphine, Room A709

Workshop agenda: How to measure inequality in National Accounts

9:00 5 min Introduction. Jorge Bravo, United Nations DESA, New York.

9:05 15 min The NTA Perspective. Tim Miller, United Nations DESA, New York.

9:20 15 min The DINA Perspective. Matthew Fisher-Post, Paris School of Economics.

9:35 15 min The EG-DNA Perspective. Jorrit Zwijnenburg, OECD.

9:50 20 min Question and answer period.
10:10 5 min Next steps.
Workshop Objective

This workshop brings together three groups using different approaches to measure inequality in National Accounts:
National Transfer Accounts (NTA), Distributional National Accounts (DINA) used in the World Inequality Report, and the
OECD’s Expert Group on Disparities in National Accounts (EG-DNA). This workshop provides the opportunity to compare
the three approaches: how key stakeholders are using these inequality measures, in research and policy questions being
posed, and in methodological and data challenges and solutions. The workshop comes at an opportune time for two
reasons. First, the United Nations is launching a 4-year (2023-2026) pilot project in 8 countries (Colombia, Costa Rica,
Jamaica, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Uruguay, and Viet Nam) aimed at extending National Transfer Accounts to
measure inequality by disaggregating NTAs by socioeconomic group (e.g., educational attainment, income quintiles).
The pioneering work of DINA and EG-DNA could be adopted (and adapted, where needed) in the UN project. Second,
through various means, including the UN Network of Economic Statisticians, the global statistical community is
developing a “beyond GDP” framework that includes a central focus on inequality and inclusion. This “beyond averages”
approach to “beyond GDP” would benefit from the complementary work being done by these groups: NTA, DINA, and
EG-DNA, on disaggregation, distributions, and disparities.
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